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TAKE NOTICE! 
Persons receiving this paper, either by 
single copy or for a year, are informed 
that it is done at the suggestion and ex- 
pense of some friend, and that it will not 
be sent beyond the time ordered. Sin- 
gle copies are sent with a view of solicit- 
ing subscriptions, and all are invited, but 
none will be inveigled. We aim to do a 
straight and honorable business. If you 
like our paper you will take it; if you do 
not like it, that is the end of it. 

TEN DOLLAR PLEDGES. 
Wo pledge ourselves to be one of one hundred 
persons to secure five subscribers each, to the 
Bret muss's Evanuklist, at two dollars, within 
sixty iluvs : 

Hattid Bane, J**"" KHhpfner, I>r. U. M. Iloacbly. 
Kleltl A r'oikevtli, Henry Unman S. W. TomlMUgli, 

P. J. Brown, Mary M. Sterling, [{. K. BinKley, 

W. A. Adam*, S. If. Hill, M»K»if Miller, 

Henry .1. Fraulx. B **. Mallntt, K. L. Voder 

D. F. Itarosey, K:ii,' Yout, J. K. I*e»ty. 

JJ, Htirrader, fcli Hoover, Furry i lteplrwle. 

J. It. In iihiifier. M. ]>. Wauon, Jiwt, I-lveDgood, 

Unto Wmuptor, 1». I. Miller, F. II. Frame, 

,T. W. Brer. Inlui Hurley. E- S. Miller, 

N. T. Nlhiimer, tint. L Kiunrifl. Nani. Miiaaer. 

Alb, it Myew lteiijuuiin lfcnslioor A. J ilixiuii 

E. W. HterUnjt J. II- Swlliart S. W. TomlntiRh 
J. 11. ThomtimMi E. .1. Worst. E. A. Ma list, 

V. A. Coter. E, Berkley. 1'. 11. Writesman. 

Aililimiu Harper. K J. Faldley 

— a^p#^aB**1a"#<aW— ~« 

• QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 

Fleaae give Ui rough the Evashemst the where- 
about!) or brother 8, II. Baabora joining with the 
tiertnun Bavptiat or Tunkanl church ; ileo tbe 
oougreiration by which he «u ordained to the 
ministry, Ae. A brief history of the above ia de- 
«ired by a few, who trust it will not injure him, 
nor the cautte he advocates. A. C. 

ikkirenkseilk. Pa. 

Certainly not. There ta nothing objectionable 
to vuii r knowing all about the facts inquired into, 
and we freely give t hem so fas as known. Broth- 
er Bashor came by Ml membership in an honor- 
adle way, and was put into the ministry accord- 
ing to the order, and therefore there is no secret 
attached to it. Moreover, there was uo motive of 
am hit ion iit it or the exact date would have been 
preserved, lie simply came to Christ for salva- 
tion to himself. II.* did not think of the life 
work he was taking upon himself tor Christ, or 
that ho wan entering upon u career that would 
give him a nauu* the beginning of which would be 
anxiously and minutely inquired for, or he could 
easily have kt<pt the record. However, we huve 
been enabled to gal her data from which we offer 
the following brief sketch : 

Brother Stephen 11. Bashor made application 
tor baptism at a church meeting held at the house 
of his uncle, brother John Bashor, near Union 
Star, Deo alb county, Missouri, on a Saturday af- 
ternoon. The next day, Sunday, alter the morn- 
ing services at a school house near by, he wan 
baptised. Brother Daniel Ulick was the admiuis 
itrator. As near as brother B. himself can fix tbe 
[date it was on the fourth Sunday in June, 1872. 
On Saturday, August rjih, 187a, at a church 
letting, held at the house of brother Dauiel 
Hick, who administered the baptism, an electiou 
if as held tor two ministers, reuniting in the choice 
kf Samuel C. Bashor and Stephen II. Bashor, two 
brothers. Elders Daniel D, Bell and D. B. Gib- 
bon, of Plattsburg, Mo., presided at the council, 
\nd brother Bell, who at that time had oversight 
If the church, delivered the charge and installed 
aem. 

Id tbe year 18Ttt both these brothers were ad- 

tauced to the second degree in the iLinistry, at a 

lurch meeting in the tame congregation. Tbe 

rork waa perlormed by Elders Addison Harper, 

>t Ray county, Mo, and John Forney, of Abaline, 

iKansaa. All the ministers officiating at the ser- 

Ivioea above referred to are still living, and can 

[testify to the facta given above. 

Id 1 John 5 : 7, a, there is a whole paragraph 

I in the Old Version that is entirely omitted in the 

ised Version. This paragraph is a very im- 


portant one. Why was it inserted in the first 
place, and why is it omitted now t T. E. M. 

The omitted paragraph has quite a history. 
Many books have been written for and against its 
genuine**. Of coarse it is ommitted now because 
it baa been decided that it is not to be found in 
the oldest manuscripts. The paragraph in dis- 
pute is as follows i "la heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost ; and these three are 
one. And there are three that bear witrreaa on 
earth." This is entirely omited in the Revised 
Version. The a*reat question ia why were they in- 
serted in the first instance! In the dap of the 
early Christianity there was a very warm dispute 
abont the Trinity. Those contending against the 
orthodox opinion of the Trinity were the Ariane 
named after their leader Anus. Considering the 
many an 1 violent controversies which have agi- 
tated the church in the courts of her history, it ia 
no wonder that some of tbe early copyists would 
be tempted to tamper with the text, and change it 
a little to snit their own views. Whether this waa 
the cose in Acta 20 : 28, in which Christ is spok- 
en ot as God, was the cause of another contro- 
versy. Whether Christ was very God and one of 
the persons of the great Trinity and coequal with 
God, waa the great dispute. These chanties it waa 
thought would settle the matter beyond all ques- 
tion. 

In a late work entitled ■* Arins tbe Lybiao," the 
insertion of the words above quoted is accounted 
for in a very at range manner. It ia there stated 
that they were inserted by the order of the Empe- 
ror Constant! ne, for the purpose of settling the 
dispute at the Council at Nice. Many new man 
uecripta were written with this paragraph insert- 
ed, and they were distributed among the Bishops. 
A riu it denounced the paragraph as a forgery. 
This work, however, is merely hot ion ; how far it 
has been fouuded on fact, we are unable to state. 
One thing ia certain, so thoroughly are all schol- 
ars satisfied that the paragraph is not genuine, 
that the omission is made in the Revised Version 
without a note or apology. 


There are bo many denominations that claim 
that they are able to work miracles in the present 
day. I notice that even you as a denomination 
also have the practice of praying and laying hands 
on the sick for the purpose of causing the sick to 
recover. Now what I want to know is: Do you 
believe that this is an age of miracles, and that by 
the laying on of hands you expect to heal the sick ? 
I notice that much capital is made out of these 
professed miracles. I want your answer backed 
up by scripture. An Ovtsiiiek. 

Yes, we have a great many miracles imposed 
upon tbe people in these days. Here are the Un- 
man Catholics, Mormons, Spiritualists, Advent- 
ists and probably others, all lay claim to this pow- 
er, and use it as a confirmation of the truth of 
their teachings. If you were to ask us, did we 
believe that the miracles performed by these de- 
nominations for the abeve purpose? we would 
answer unhesitatingly, that wonderful as some of 
them are, they are deceptions. Such is a certain 
power in tbe human will, of imagination and ot 
sympathy, that out of a certain number of cases 
ot disease a certain proportion may h% safely- 
counted on as capable of cure by appeal to these 
forces. Then it you add to these the cases of 
fraud and deception, you will lessen the list ot 
miracles pretty considerably. Modem miracles 
are too limited, variable and uncertain, and are the 
seals ot too many doctrines to commend them- 
selves to our judgment as geuuiue. 

Then again there are otherdenominatious, rucIi 
as Methodists, and wo do not know how many 
more, that believe that every conversion is a mir- 
acle. It is wrought by an immediate and super- 
natural exercise of divine power, and the sinner is 
assured by a direct revelation to disown soul that 
his sins are forgiven. We will not attempt in 
this connection to argue this aubjeet. That there 
have been miraculous conversions no believer will 
doubt. The question is ; if prayer can be answer- 
ed, arui a rebellious heart so wrought upon by the 
Spirit of God that it will become obedient and 
believing, why casiuot the same God auswer pray- 
er for the curing of diseases "'. One ia as possible 
and probable as the other. The great trouble 
with us is that we take exceptional cases and 
make them the common rule. 

But to come directly to your queatiou. We see 
nothing in the way of the exercise of miraculous 
power now, any more than in any preceding age, 
if God saw proper to exercise it. We cannot say 
that we look upon modem miracles as genuine, 
although some may be, and many pious persona 
are ain cere in their belief of their miraculous char- 
acter. Faith will do much. It must be the right 
kind of faith, and then this right kind or faith 
must be used in a right kind of a way. God knows 
our motives, and He answers prayer in accord- 
ance with his infinite judgment. We reiterate 
our former opinion on this subject, that God is 
not going to work miracles to satisfy a skeptical 
and ignorant curiosity. 

We cite yon to James 5 : 18 — 15 as our author- 
ity for praying over the sick sad anointing them 
with oil in the name of the Lord. Mark the words 


"and tbe prayer of faith shall save the sick." We 
are willing when we have the proper faith, to 
throw ourselves on tha Lord's hands. If he sees 
it proper and best to restore as to health He will 
do it. If we have tbe right kind of faith this will 
be the way we will pray. We do as the Lord has 
commanded as, and then leave the result with 
htm. 

Just another word about modern miracles. 
Tbe miraculous gifts of the apostolic age were not 
limited to the healing of disease, but extended to 
speaking in no known languages, rendering harm 
less the bite of serpents, prophesying, and even 
raising the dead. If there is a return of that pow- 
er, we do not see why it is limited to the healing 
of certain diseases, ar why in those cases it ia an 
utter failure in so many instances. "The effectu- 
al fervent prayer of a righteous man avaiteth 
much," aud God knows best and we should be 
satisfied with acknowledging his power to heal, 
making our humble request, and then leaving it 
for him to accomplish as seemeth best to him. 

Brother Basher's Labors in Virginia. 

We take the liberty ot extracting the following 
from a private letter from brother S. II. Bashor, in 
regard to his labors in Virginia, He tells his story 
in a tree aud easy way, just as he would were he 
relating it to us id person. As a report is expect- 
ed we hope this will be all the more appreciated 
coming in the way it does. It was written at 
Couemaugh, Pa., under date ot May 21st i 

I closed my labors in the State of Virginia, 
at Maurertnwn, on Monday evening, 19th. 
Took the night train and arrived hmv yester- 
day at 8 | >. in., and at night preached to a 
very attentive congregation. 

When we reached Virginia there were only 
ulwmt forty outspoken "I'ragresHives*' in the 
entire State ; and the general expression was : 
"This w an exceedingly unpromising field for 
progressive work, as the opposition is very 
strong, the state of religions enthusiasm very 
low, and the people twenty-five years behind 
the times." Much of this we found to be 
true, though the average intelligence and hos- 
pitality exceeded ourautici]Htttons. In Hoan- 
okc county our church has grown from a 
tnemliership of eight to near forty; have a 
com fort u hie house of worship, u good Sunday 
school, and a pastor for the year. 

In Rockingham county the membership has 
been swelled from about Unity-two to 150. 
They have diil- substantial church, have or- 
ganized four Sunday schools and two prayer 
meetings, are building another house, 30x48 
bet, and lmvea permanent pastor. 

I visited Maurertown aud had a week's 
meeting in response to a cull from a number 
of brethren who stand identified with the 
German Hnptists. Brother E. B. Shaver, 
who by the way is the rising young man of 
the valley, and four of the deacons, with a 
number of the most influential of the laity, 
met, entertained, and stood by us until the 
clone. I had intended to accomjiany my wife 
on her way to visit her uncles ifi Guernsey 
county, Ohio, lsiwl Thursday, but the interest 
of t he meeting, was such that she went on 
alone, and 1 remained over Sunday. Eight 
were baptized, including several of the very 
best society of the county, and in Virginia 
tliaL means a good dral. Several others came 
forward whose l)a[ttisin had nol been admin- 
istered when I I ell. Others desired to come 
hut were hindered. From the conduct of 
part of the church towards our meeting, and 
the warm-hearted portion of the brethren who 
IuIkuviI with me, it will l>e strange if they do 
ne it force a division. 

The brethren have the sympathy of the 
public in this move for loyalty- to the non- 
creed system, and a large church will, without 
doubt, lie I milt up. Some of the most su li- 
st initial citizens sav, the only thing that has 
kept them out of tlie practice of our doctrine 
for years, was the "traditions in the church"' 
lo which they could not submit. Thai it was 
i mi wise to transgress one part of the Gosjiel 
to live in a church where they could obey the 
other part of it. 

Now that my work in the State has closed 
for the season, 1 look back with considerable 
satisfaction and gratefulness upon the results 
of the work. Had I been in good health much 
more would have been accomplished. Fre- 
(pieutly 1 could preach with but little force, 
and then only every other evening, and some- 
times not that often. At other times I began 
a meeting got up a good interest, then was 
seized with disease, and gave up the meeting 
for the bed. But God was good to me and 
blessed the work with 156 addit ions to the 
church, mostly by baptiem ; twelve applica- 
tions for baptism, which will be attended to 
by the home ministry, and several who went 
to other churches. Five Sunday schools and 
three prayer meetings have been organized 
aud a generally prosperous outlook greets the 
eyes or our Brethren all arouud. 

I am now working here and when through 
will come direct to Ashland reaching you by 
about J une 2nd or 3rd. 


Now in regard to my engagements, of 
Which you wrote, I have more "calls" than 
half a dozen men could possibly fllL In my 
condition of health I can give no assurance of 
what I can do in the future, beyond one or 
two appointments ahead, and frequently not 
that. I expect many who are anxiously look- 
ing for me will be disappointed. It is my 
purjKMe to rest during one or two summer t 
months, and after that my time is all taken 
up, if able to travel. No one man can do 
half the work I am wanted to do, and besides 
I shall, more especially, give my attention to 
localities where there are skort distances to 
travel. To-day I received four invitations to 
bold meetings all of which I must decline. I 
have doctored and drugged and prayed for 
health until 1 feel that patjence is the only 
remedy. There is no use fcr churches to call 
me now. I have more calls ahead than I could 
possibly fill in a year, were I to preach every 
day. Other brctjirun must be called into ac- 
tion. I _ expect to begin meetings at Coving- 
ton, Ohio, on Saturday evening, June 7, and * 
Waterloo, Iowa, with i church dedication last 
of the month. 

S. II. Bashor. 

DEATH Of k CKNTEWNAEIAN. 
On last Thursday, 22nd instant, we served 
the funeral of Mb. Conrad Smith, whose age was 
101 years, 8 mouths aud 17 days, lie was born 
in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, and was a sol- 
dier in the war ot 1812. We did not have an op- 
portunity to gather data to enable ns to write a 
a biographical sketch worthy the subject. 
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NO PAPER NEXT WEEK. 

Be sure yon read the above line. 

Brother Albert O. Eeim's address is now Wy- 
more, Nebraska. 

Will somebody write and tell ns how they felt 
when they had no paper to resd ? 

The report of the Sunday school convention at 
North Liberty will appear in our next. 

The Brethren of Fair Haven church, extend a 
warm invitation to their loveteast on the seventh 
of J use. 

The Brethren at Lawrence, Kansas, are hope- 
ful ot doing much good. Hope they may realize 
more than they expect. 

We expect to be with the Brethren of the Bear 
Creek church, near Dayton, at their love feast, 
next Saturday evening. 

We hope to have an abundance of copy for our 
next issne, as our contributors will have two 
weeks to finish up their productions. 

The North Liberty Sunday school convention, 
last Friday evening and Saturday was a splendid 
affair. All present seemed to enjoy it. 

We have an excellent essay headed "The ob- 
ject of Sunday school Conventions," read by 
brother E. L. Yoder, at the late convention. 

Beg pardon for blundering the Black Hawk 
church out of one hundred members recently, in 
the correspondence of brother Wm, Strajer. 

Brother Isaac Koss aud wife, and brother Jo- 
hi uli Ki'ini and wife were at the North Liberty 
Sunday School convention, and seemed to take it 
all in. 

We learn that brother D. L. Miller and wife are 
expected home this week, aud will attend the 
Dayton Conference. We shall be happy to see 
them again. 

Next Saturday evcutng will be the Brethren's 
"losefeast at Homer, Medina county, Ohio. Mem- 
bers from abroad are invited, and their presence 
is much desired. 

It would appear quite a recreation to be off 
tram Friday noon until Monday morning, but 
there is not much in it when one returns with the 
headache, tired and sleepy. 

A good sister at Ureen Tree, Pa., sends us a 
nice, clean ten dollar bill, to be used toward sus- 
taining the cause ; but does not want anybody to 
rind it. out. Many thanks. 

No paper next week. As we give only fifty 
numbers for a year we have two week's holidays. 
We shall take one of them next week. Hence 
there will be no paper from this office next week. 

Brother Mai lot t started east last Monday morn- 
ing, accompanied by brother Samuel Grubb. 
Their first point will be New Enterprise, Pa, How 
we do wish we could have accompanied them. 

Some of our readers were scared last week 
when they received only half a sheet. They 
thought the paper had been permanently reduced. 
Hope this issue will again quicken their drooping 
spirits. 

Western Pensylvauia folks can obtain excur- 
sion rates over the N. Y. P. * 0. H. K, by way of 
I Ashland, to Dayton, Ohio. Inquire for Mr.. W. 


